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Sometimes it can be a challenge convincing the home seller to use a 
certified staging professional so I created some visuals using the latest, 
2014-2015 statistics to assist agents in getting the point across to their 
clients. Professional home staging is not only for homes that are a 
“mess” but it also makes a huge difference in the selling price for homes 
that are “typical”. 
 

 

 

In fact, statistics show that it doesn’t matter whether the home is vacant, 
occupied, a fixer or a beauty — when a certified staging professional 
gets a hold of it, an average 10 percent better sales price can be 
expected! 
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Sellers can be nervous that the stager is going to tell them to make 
expensive improvements to the home, but the reality is that only 
improvements that will have a BIG IMPACT on buyers and a good 
return on investment will be recommended. That same home staging 
survey of over 3,500 homes sold showed an average 1000 percent return 
on investment when the seller spent a mere 1 percent of the value of 
their home. 

OK, so maybe spending an extra $20 to wash your car before selling it is 
not worth the $200 more you got in price BUT the $4,000 you spent on 
staging your $400,000 home is probably worth the $40,000 on average 
return you will see over your neighbor who did nothing…especially 
if the $40,000 is tax free! 
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Staging has always had an impact on the speed of sale, but in this 
market, I think it’s wise to be the agent known for getting top dollar for 
your clients, not just a speedy sale. In fact, the savvy seller is wise to the 
agent who prices low and sells quickly compared to the agent who is 
pricing right and getting top dollar. In my neighborhood, where 
everyone is on a “Google group” chatting, the agent who took a bit 
longer to sell a home (3 weeks) but made the neighbor $85,000 over 
what the “quick sale” agent got another neighbor, is definitely the agent 
all my neighbors are going to use! Those poor agents had no idea we 
were commenting on their performance but I don’t think my 
neighborhood is all that unusual…do you? 
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Every agent knows that the moment their buyer is visualizing 
themselves in the home, the offer comes next.  Why?  Because people 
buy on emotion and being able to “see” your family living in the space is 
essential! 
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What’s the point in hiring a professional photographer if the room is not 
completely dialed in? The combination of staged room and professional 
photos really connect with potential buyers online.  In fact, there are 
many folks “considering” a move but won’t pull the trigger till they see 
the right home online.  Don’t you want to be the agent to get that first 
phone call about your listing? 
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The seller that thinks they can stage their home themselves has no idea 
of the impossibility of that process. I’ve been staging and training for 
more than 12 years and still brought in two certified staging 
professionals before I sold my home. Why? Because I know that staging 
my own home is like asking me to be objective about my children.  Our 
homes are filled with the emotions of living there and the items we’ve 
purchased on emotion, so how can we possibly be objective about 
merchandising each space? 
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I have to admit; even this latest 2015 NAR statistic on home staging 
surprised me!  You mean even if the home is on a busy street, backs up 
to the dump or has a tiny backyard almost a third of buyers will overlook 
those faults in favor of staging?  Just kidding but you get the idea! 
Sometimes there are problems with the property that just can’t be fixed 
by staging but can be alleviated. 

http://www.homestagingresources.com/2015-nar-home-staging-statistics/
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Did you know that “Moving” was listed as a top five most stressful 
event in a person’s life? In order, “Death of a Loved One”, “Divorce”, 
“Moving”, “Major Illness”, and “Job Loss” were the biggest, most 
stressful events in people’s lives.  Even if you were moving up, it’s 
considered highly stressful! 
The whole point to staging is to help the seller get packing early, 
organized for showing their home on the fly and helping them have the 
peace of mind of getting the best price. 

http://www.healthstatus.com/health_blog/depression-stress-anxiety/top-5-stressful-situations/
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We are really getting close to No. 1 now!  With No. 2, most experts 
agree that staging is a critical necessity to selling successfully in the 
2015 market.  I know it’s frustrating for agents to convince sellers to use 
a professional stager.  According to Zillow, staging was listed as the 
second most critical action item for the seller to do when selling their 
home, so letting them know this statistic by real estate experts is a good 
one! 

Drum roll please….. 
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“The way we live and the 
way we sell are two VERY 

different things!” 

~Tracey Trado. TCT Designs, LLC 

 

 

I love this reason because at the end of the day, staging benefits the 
home seller more than anyone else….not the agent…not the stager.  
While the agent and stager are invested in helping the seller get the most 
money from the sale of their home, if the seller just doesn’t want to 
listen, then so be it.   The seller doesn’t have to do anything…but there 
are consequences which are usually doled out in the form of price 
reductions.  Don’t help to see your competition when all you need to do 
is hire a professional home stager! 
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